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LETTER TO REV.B.F.S. No. Ill. 
H*****, (N. Y.) May 8, 1820. 
Rev. Sin,—Having attended at your church at 


4 o’clock last evening, and heard your discourse | 


upon | Peter i. 3, I avail myself of this method 
to submit for your consideration a few remarks 
telative to the sentiments which it contained. 
The first proposition, which treated of believers 
being begotten, &c. and in which you gave a scrip- 
tural account of the new-birth, I consider wor- 
thy of serious remembrance. The second pro- 
position, which embraced the believers hope, so 
tar as the subject was pursued, I thought was 
:udiciously treated. But under the third general 
head, which treated of the resurrection, by which 
the primitive disciples were begotten again unto 
a lively hope, there were a few sentiments urg- 
ed with much assurance which I considered se- 
riously defective. 
To prove the doctrine of the resurrection, 
vou quoted the apostle’s argument in 1 Cor. xv. 
But when you arrived at the 22d verse, “ For 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive,”’ which was the apostolic conclusion, 
Jeawn from the fact of Clrist’s resurrection, 
vou then observed that it would be futile to 
suppose that all mankind were intended in the 
text! That to allow that all ihe Auman family 
svyould Se made alive ia Christ, would render the 
apostie’s whole argument augatory! And that 
none bat believers were here spoken of by the 
apostie as the subjects of the resurrection! Had 
| pot been acquainted with your general char- 
acier, [should hardly have thought you serious. 
Put let us return to the passage—For as in 
Adam all die. Are none but believers the sub- 
jects of this death? Does it appear to you from 
this text, that sentence of death is passed upon 
none but believers? If after reflecting upon 
these queries, you shall desire any additional 
evidence that the death here mentioned is uni- 
versal, you may find an ample confirmation of 
the fact in Rom. v. 12, ** Wherefore as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed apon all men, for that 
all have sinned.” Having produced evidence 
which I think will be satisfactory to you, that 
the death mentioned by the passage in Corintht- 
ans is universal, it is time that we take notice 
of the apostle’s conclusion—* even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.” The strong assertion, 
even so, needs nocomment; for there ts scarce- 


ly a child of ten years old, who does not know | 


that it is an expression denoting equality tn the 
strictest sense. Hence it is certain that the sume 
all, (namely the whole human family) who are 
said to die in Adam, are as certainly to he made 





alive in Christ. ‘he sequel of the chapter ex- 
plains what this life, promised in Christ shail) 
be: “It is sown in corruption, jt is raised tn an- 
corruption ; it is sown ind : 

lory ; so this mortal must put on immortality 2” 
Will you stil! contend that the application of 
this promise to the whole buman family is futile, 
and that it would render the whole ot the apos-, 
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| tle’s argument nugatory ? If so, let us tarn our 
thoughts to the subject on which the apostle 
was writing, and see if the conclusion be war- 
ranted from his argument. The apostle was 
labouring to establish the doctrine of the res- 
urrection in support of which, he ad@uces the 
fact, that Christ had risen from the dead; and 
ia as much as Christ was the head of every man, 
the head and the first-born (that is from the 
dead) of every creature ; so in like manner, all 
his members should be raised from the dead, 
and united with him in immortality. Hence the 
fitness of his language; “As in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” Io 
order to warrant your explanation, the passage 
ought to read thts: For as in Adam all die, ev- 
en so in Christ shall a few (or a small number) 
be made alive! And then the apostle would 
have defeated his own argument, by destroying 
the equality so clearly and strongly expressed 
in the text! But the Holy Ghost has not seen 
fit to favour your particular sentiments in the 
passage before us, and therefore dictated an un- 
limited term, I cannot therefore but believe, 
that after a little candid reflection upon this 
subject, you will be convinced that your inter- 
pretation of the text is altogether inconsistent 
with the plain declarations of the apostle; and 
your argument, founded upon that interpreta- 
lion, entirely nagatory, instead of the argument 
of St. Paul. 

The next thing to which I feel disposed to 
object, is the unqualified assertion which you 
made in the following words: “ He that believ- 
eth not, shall be eternally miserable”! In this 
[ have quoted you verbatim, according to the 
best of my recollection. Although I feel no 


ing this to be the destiny of the unbelieve 
yet I must consider it as a mere assertion, d 
tute of evidence for its support; and s 





incomparably greater than its cause, 

Lastly, you quoted Dan. xii. 2, to prove the 
endiess misery of the wicked; but had you se- 
riously compared this verse with the rest of the 
chapter, 1 believe you would not have quoted 
it as a proof of endless misery. 

When I commenced this letter, I intended 
writing but a few lines: It has exceeded in point 
of lengih my anticipations. ‘The few friendly 
hints which it contains are submitted to your 
perusai in candour, by 

Your’s, very respectfully, 

Rev. B. F. S—. 





D. P. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


IMPORTANT QUERIES. 


Mr. Evrror—lIf you think my queries worthy 
ofa place in your paper, | hope they will not 


ishonor, it is raised in| only be inserted, but that some friendly peo, 
may be employed, a few moments to give me 


some satisfaction on their snbject 
[ am in the habit of attending meeting every 
Sabbath, and I mean to pay strict altention to 
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what the preacher says. But I find it quite ont 
of my power to learn from what he says, the 
real ground of a rational hope in salvation. +1 
am informed, in the first place, that I was born 
into the world a sinner; not an actual sinner, 
but a sinner by nature. I am further told that 
in this sinful nature I am totally incapable of 
doing even one thing that is pleasing to God ; 
that all my love to my dear parents in my child- 
hood and youth was highly criminal and offea- 
sive tomy Maker; and that every act of obedi- 
ence to their commands was a crime deserving 
everlasting displeasure. In a word, | am told 
that every act which any man does prior't« 
being changed from nature to grace is an n_- 
nite sin deserving the wrath and vengeance of 
God forever, Iam likewise told that it is ut- 
terly out of the power of any natural man to do 
the least thing in the world towards changing 
himself from a state of nature to a state of grace; 
but that this work is effected by the irresistible 
operation of the Holy Ghost. After ail these 
things are delineated in very good language, 
and set off with those solemn airs which belong 
to the sacred desk, 1 am then told the awful! 
danger I am in while remaining an unconveried 
sinner, and the preacher proceeds to invite me 
to repentance, to entreat me not to stand out 
against God until it ‘is too late ; he even warns 
me to flee trom divine vengeance and make 
Christ my friend before the door of mercy is 
forever shut against me. He tells me, in the 
most positive terms that if I am lost it will be 
my own fault; that | now have a precious op- 
portunity and a gracious offer ; but if I misim- 
» th p and refuse the other, my damna- 
d soon sealed forever. And 

















disposition to question your sincerity in believ- | az 

it | 
must remain, until it can be proved that unbelief 
will eternally continue, or that an effect can be 


e speaks to all, who are 
to grace, by the irre- 
spirit of God. 1 look 
with emotions of such sen- 
m hardly able to describe ; for dur- 
ess, it seems as if he really beiieves 
says, and that he feels a very great 
|concern for the eternal welfare of his hearers, 
‘and an anguish of soul at the thoughts of their 
being forever miserable. Just before he clos- 
es. he adglresses ai with the consolations 
‘arising from the *consideration of their having 
been elected from all eternity to everlasting 
life and happiness, and that it is impossible for 
them to come short of endless bliss. Now it is 
.a fact that [ have tried to the ulmost of my 
powers of mind to make out a consistency in 
such discourses an: am unable, If 1 cannet do 
the least thing to promote my conversion, why 
aml exhorted asIlam? And if f am asinner by 
nature and deserve endless misery, why am 1 
told that if 1 am lost it is my own fault? And 
if those who are saved were elected before cre- 
tion, how is it possible for me to be saved unless 
I am one of the elect? Or how can I be lost if 
lam? All this puzzles me; but not more than 
it does to see my minister after being exercis- 
ed with such violent anguish aad deep concern 
for my soul, as he himself says, appear as if he 
never bud any such thoughts in bis mind in his 
life! He comes to my house and appears as 





cheerful and as sociable asa brother, taiks abou! 
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iemporal things, and seems to enjoy hinstelf in the same 
things which I do, takes such refreshment as other gen- 
tlemen take, and is as sociable and polite at a tea ta- 
ble, and exchanges as many smiles and as much chat 
as any one, and appears to be no more concerned about 
my soul than as if I had none. Now I am quite puz- 
zied to know why my minister should be so very con- 
cerned for my soul on the Sabbath, and be quite free 


cept there be a lecture day. I hope some one, w 
knows more about such things than I do will assist u._ 


feeble mind, and greatly oblige 
A PARISHIONER. 
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IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

** ZvisTa,” on page 190, in answer to our ‘Inquiry’ 
page 186, requests an explanation, of what is there 
meant by the resurtection, In affording this, we ob- 
serve ; if nothing passes from the mortal to ihe immor- 
tal constitution, but those qualities which compose eur 
minds, we are consequently, to expect a resurrection 
of mind, not of body ; by which no difficulty arises in 
believing the transition of the one to take place, at the 
dissolution of the other. We notice, as agreeable to 
this, our Saviour’s application of the words of God to 
Moses, Mark xii. in which, by shewing the absurdity 
of an earthly, he evidently meant to give the Sadducees 
a rational idea of a spiritual resurrection. It would be 
dificult to perceive the relation of these words to the 
subject in question, unless by proving, that, as there 
can be no alliance to God in death, Abraham, Isaac 
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1 
immortality might be vested in him and others, at death, 
as well as at some future period, preceded by the heart 


chilling gloom of annihilation for ages. Im perfect har- 
mony with this sentiment is 2 Peter i. 14, where, as 
seems to be allowed, the nature of the change is de- 
scribed, by what was shewed Peter in the person of 
the Lord Jesus; ** Who, out of the natural body exhi- 
bited the immortal state to his disciples.” If in Peter’s 





from the whole of it on all other days in the week, ey- , approaching change, he expected a revolution of ex- 


, with Paul, reasonably desire to be absent from the bo- 
,/y 3 though, doubtless, he would prefer the present to 


-istence, similar to what he saw in his master, he might, 


non-existence, which could afford no hope of being pre- 
sent with the Lord. It is admitted, that we ought to 
embrace only what may be defended by ‘* known prin- 
ciples ;”” and among these, since the immortal is to be 
an entirely new constitution, we find nothing to oppose 
the belief, that the constituent qualities of conscience 
pass to this from the mortal constitution at death ; tho’ 
the same thing might be taught before the christian era. 
We certainly possess an aspiring principle ; a capacity 
that finds its enjoyment in realizing incorruptible good. 
Reason will allow its affinity to what affords it pleasure; | 
and we presume, that, without the aid of christianity, 
it might have been discovered, that, as the qualities are 
entirely different, there could be no attraction in what 
is mortal to immortality. We can see no reason, why 
a change at death should not be a revival of what is 
apparently lost by the influence of various causes on 
earth. Even admitting that forgetfulness of the past 
should keep pacé with our progress in future existence, 
is the recollection of what has been, indispensably ne- 
cessary to the enjoyment of what is? If a knowledge 
of the present is sufficient to lead the mind into futuri- 
ty, the extinction of memory would not endanger the 





and Jacob had received immortal existence. And Je- 
sus says, He is not the God of the dead, but the God 
of the living. By Luke xxiii. 43, we must suppose He 
gave the dying thief very superfluous information, or 
adhere to the common use of the text, which appears 
rather to claim the improvement of John xx. 17, be- 
cause, if we believe not that Jesus ascended, when he 
‘gave up the Ghost,”’ what can we understand by this 
expression, and by commending the spit into the 
hands of Ged? In 1 Cor. xv. the subje if 
by the similitude of grain, in whiehy 
tain principle survives, and 
the dissolving seed ; and 
to represent the living primg 
frou: the destruction of the 
sume thing is intended by verse 51, as b 
simile ; for in verse 36, the unbelieving C 
veproached for not perceiving an answer t 
tions in the nature of things. ‘That be did not mean 
an adjournment of being, appears verse 18, where by 
ihe resurrection he would designate something that had 
not perished with the bggy; and verse 57 speaks of 
nlveady receiving that conquest That shall close death 
in vietory, which agrees with 2 Cor. iv. 16, ** Though 
our outwerd man pcrish, yet our inward man is renew- 
od day by day.”? In some of ** Zuista’s’? communica- 
tions, he observes a distinction between the qualities 
of the mind, and those of the body, but by his explana- 
tion on 2 Cor. vy. we are at a loss to know what Paul 
-hovld mean by being unclothed, or clothed upon, for 
it seems by the earthly tabernacle and those that are 
in it, he meant the same thing; according to this, if 
we are not that body that shall be, it is correct to infer, 
that nothing in this may be identified in the immortal 
constitution, and we shal] still remain in eternal sleep. 
But the passage appears to present no such apparent 
confusion to the mind; on the contrary, by the house 
and inhabitant, and passing from the earthly to the 
heavenly, is plain}y discovered a difference that is not 
destroyed by the dissolution of the body. On 2 Cor. 
zii. 3, we agree with * Zuista,”? and think his opinion 
argues directly in favour of the change we contemplate. 
If Paul might be thus translated, then the glories of 











existence of hope ; but it would be very natural, if we 
believed in the common decease of soul and body, to 
sorrow for the death of friends, whose gain, consistent 
with this, would be in life, their loss, in death. We 
have carefully examined the dialogue mentioned, and 
the communications of ** Zuista.””> With him, we pre- 
fer a change, and it will be seen why we are induced 
to hope for it, instead of that vacuity in our existence, 
beyond which, we are unable to anticipate, by the light 
he has afforded, a renewal of conscious identity. 
P.L.S. 
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BOSTON, SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 1820. 





IMPORTANT QUESTION, 


The following question, we understand, is proposed 
by a yeung man of considerable reading, of deep pene- 
tration and serious thoughtfulness. The question, as 
we view it, is a pertinent one as it applies to what is 
called orthodox divinity, but is evidently founded ona 
very great mistake, which we shall endeavour to show 
in our reply. 

QUFSTION. 

If God could forsee the conduct of man, why did he 
endow him at his creation, with a capacity to affront 
the Deity to such an extent as to make it necessary to 
sacrifice a divine person, in order to appease that wrath, 
which God. also foresaw would be the consequence of 


man’s transgression ? 

Tus question is predicated on two false propositions, 
which have, however, been incorporated into what has 
passed in the christian church for pure divinity. The 
first is, that the omniscient, almighty Creator has been 
affronted, in a strict sense, by the sin of mankind ; and 
the second is, that because he was thus offended he 
poured out his wrath on the innocent Jesus, by which 
it was appeased. If these two self evident falsehoods 
were removed, the question, of course, would be dis- 
solved. 

We say that the two propositions on which this ques- 
tion is predicated are self evident errors. We even say 


judgment?” P 








that it is not in the power of language to state two mere 
self evident errors than these. That the Deity should 
be, in a strict sense, affronted at what he foresaw would 
be the result of those powers with which he wisely en- 
dowed his creatures, we know is impossible in the very 
nature of things. Although it is rather difficult to rea- 
son on a proposition which is self evident, we may say, 
in relation to this, that if the Deity ever weré offended 
at the conduct of his creatures, he must have been so 
offended at as early a period as their conduct came to 
his knowledge. But the question supposes that he al- 
ways foresaw the event at which he was offended; it 
follows therefore, that, he was affronted from all past 
eternity! And yet he knew all the time, that this ein 
of his creatures could never take pace unless he should 
put forth his own creative power and produce, and or- 
ganize those moral faculties by which this offensive sin 
should be committed! Reason revolts at all this, and 
is persuaded, that the unchangeable, the omniscient, 
the almighty ruler of the universe never was the author 
ofa being, who, in a strict sense, ever offended him. 
And with these dictates of sober reason the following 
scriptures perfectly harmonize. Job xx. 2,3, 4, 
a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may be 
profitable unto himself? Is & any pleasure to the Al- 
mighty that thon art righteous? Or is it gain to him 
that thou makest thy way perfect? Will he reprove 
thee for fear of thee? Will he enter with thee into 
calm xvi. 2, 3, **O my soul, thou hast 
said unto the Lord ; my goodness extendeth not to 
thee ; but to the saints that are in the earth, and to 
the excellent, in whom is all my delight.” Jeremia) 
vii. 18, 19, ** The children gather wood, and the fa 

thers kindle the fire, and the women knead their doug). 
to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out 
drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke 
me to anger. Do they provoke me to anger? saith the 
Lord ; do they not provoke themselves to the conft- 
sion of their own faces?” 1 Cor. x. 22, ** Do we pro- 
voke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than lie?” 
These passages perfectly correspond’ with the dictatcs 
of sound unprejudiced reason, and go to prove, what 
every unbiased understanding will freely acknowledg:, 
(viz.) that the Deity was never offended, strictly speak- 
ing. 

_ If it be proved that the Deity was never offended, the 
second error, on which the question is predicated, is 
removed. For if the Deity be of one mind, and if none 
can turn him; if he never was offended, then it never 
was necessary to ‘ sacrifice a divine person, in order 
to appease that wrath,’’ which never existed. 


The doctrine which teaches, that the divine Being 
was so offended with mankind that his justice required 
the endless misery of the whole human race, and that 
in order to save a few of those wretches from this con- 
demnation, God was pleased to pour out his wrath on 
the innocent Jesus, accepting him as their substitute, is 
one of the most uncovered, unvailed absurdities which 
stand forth as evidence of the depravity of professed 
divines ; and carries on the very face of it direct indi- 
cautions most derogatory to the adorable character of 
our Father in heaven. ‘his doctrine has been fully 
refuted, as we think, in the back numbers of this pa- 
per; but for the satisfaction ef our young friend, the 
proposer of the question under consideration, we sub- 
mit a few passeges of scripture, which are directly to 
this subject. John iii. 16, 17, ** For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whoso- 
ever believeth on him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. For God sent not his son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved.”” How is it possible that men of sound 
reason and extensive learning should exer have read 
this passage without perceiving it to be a direct testi- 
mony against the idea that God was so offended with 
the world of mankind, that he put his holy child Jesus 
to unspeekuble tortures to placate his wrath, it must be 
dificult to imagine. The testimony is; ‘‘ For God sv 
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oved the world,” &e, But the error on which the 
question is predicated, supposes that God was so offend- 
ed at the world that he tortured his son in our room! 
Rom. v. 8, ** But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners Christ died for 
According to this text, the death of Christ for 
sinners was a commendation of that love, that unchange- 
able love, which ever dwelt in the bosom of the Fath- 
er towards man; which was exactly the same after 
man sinned as before. But according to the doctrine 
on which the question under consideration is predicat- 
ed, the death of Christ for man was a manifestation of 
the divine wrath! Eph. ii. 4, 5, ** But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 
us together with Christ.” Surely if God loved us, ev- 
en when we were sinners, with this great love, of which 
the apostie speaks, it cannot be true that he was so of- 
fended at us, that he was under the necessity of sacri- 
ficing a divine person to appease his wrath. 

We are entire strangers to the proposer of the ques- 
tion on which these remarks are made, not knowing 
either his name or person; but we are strongly inclin- 
ed to think that his mind is so tried with the scriptures, 
as they stand confounded with orthodoxy, that he is in 
doubt concerning their divine authority. If we rightly 
judge in this case, we humbly solicit him to read the 
scriptures once by themselves, laying the traditions of 
the church out of the question, and compare them with 
themselves and with creation and providence, and we 
cannot but hope, that when this is done he will be sat- 
isfied that the scriptures maintain the doctrine of an 
unchangeable God, of infinite, universal goodness. 


us,?? 











“LOVE WORKETH NO ILL”— 

And God is love; therefore God worketh no ill to 

any of his creatures. But if the popular doctrine of 
endless, unmercifu] punisment be true, it seems to con- 
tradict the above scriptural positions. No one can 
doubt in this case ; for endless misery must be consid- 
ered by all, a realevil. It would be such most cer- 
tainly to the wretch who should endure it. Did God, 
who is love, from all eternity determine the endless 
misery of any of his creatures, according to the popular 
creed? Ifso, why do we not hear those preachers, 
who believe and teach such doctrine, labour to set up 
and maintain, that God so loved the greatest part of 
mankind, that he appointed them to endless wrath be- 
fore the foundation of the world? Why do we not hear 
them proclaiming, that God so loved the world, that 
he has determined to send his son to judge and condemn 
the world to everlasting woe? Why do they not catch 
the sacred flame, and rejoice in hope of the endless tri- 
umps of sin and death over the greatest part of man- 
kind? The answers to these questions are obvious, it 
would be the height of absurdity so to do. It evident- 
ly appears that while our preachers hold up the idea 
that aGod of love has predetermined the everlasting 
misery of his creatures, they at the same time deeply 
regret it. They appear to be exceedingly sorrowful, 
they shed many tears of grief because they believe what 
they preach. But if that God, who is love, has deter- 
mined this thing, is it not evident that nothing but 
hatred can oppose jt? If love bas appointed mankind 
to endless misery, then it is certain, that if God had 
been hatred, he would have appointed men to endless 
felicity. There can be no fellowship, no argument, no 
concerd between love and hatred. If our preachers 
would carefully and candidly examine this subject, they 
would save themselves much sorrow, their hearers much 
torment, and avoid very great inconsistencies. If we 
allow that God is love, and that love worketh no ill, 
we have abundant reason to rejoice in al] the appoint- 
ments of the great and good ruler of the universe. 











A MORAL PRECEPT. 
Try to obtain an equanimity of temper which nothing 
can rufle—Be always calm and cool, the same in ad- 
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MORALITY. 
- (CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 175.) 

HAVING suggested same queries respecting the pow- 
er of the doctrine of etetfal misery in causing people 
to be morally virtuous, particularly in respect to the 
virtues of industry and the acquisition of useful learn- 
ing, it seems proper enongh to extend the inquiry still 
farther, and examine why those who think that all our 
virtues depend on our belief of this dreadful punishment 
hereafter, do not make use of these terrors to impel peo- 
ple to pay their debts? We never hear any thing of this. 
What congregation among us would not be surprised 
to hear their minister hold forth, that they were in dan- 
ger of endless punishment if they were not punctual in 
paying their debts? And yet itis so common to hear 
the threatnings of endless misery for the crime of not 
understanding some litte frivolous, unmeaning tenet of 
doctrine, which never had the power to make those 
who believe it a whit the better, that the preacher may 
dwell on it the whole of his sermon and half the people 
will be so near asleep as not to know his subject! 

It is a melancholy fact, that many, who are highly 
esteemed, by themselves, for orthodoxy and what they 
call piety towards God, will contract debts when they 
have not the least idea of ever paying them, and will 
even make a cloak of their religious pretences to get 
money of labourers and widows into their hands, when 
they will stop payment, fail in business, and then live 
genteely on their money. But suppose we make a dis- 
count of all this, and only notice the conduct of the 
irreligious world in regard to wronging their creditors ; 
do we not know that many hard labouring men have 
been wronged out of a comfortable living by wicked 
calculators, who have contrived to get their earnings 
into their hands? Why are they not threatened with 
endless punishment for such immoral conduct? We 
never hear any such threatnings. 

The evil in society occasioned by a neglet of punctu« 
ality in paying of debts, and in contracting debts when 
the contractor has no idea of any way to pay, is cer- 
tainly most incalculably extensive. If it therefore be 
a truth, thet the belief of a hercafter of misery can ter- 
ify people to be moral, it would certainly be a good 
thing to try its power on people to make them careful 
not to contract debts and neglect to pay them. The 
general idea of repentance any time before a man dies 
is easily got along with; for that can be done without 
paying a single shilling a man owes. I now speak ac- 
cording to common religious custom. But if a man 
could be made seriously to believe that he must be cast 
off forever if he died in debt, and have no idea that re- 
pentance could be of any benefit unless his debts were 
paid, it is possible that a benefit might be derived from 
this terror, which has never yet resulted from it. 


_ 
PROCEEDINGS OF SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


Tax Southern Association of Universalists met at the 
house of Rev. JosHuA FLAGG, in Scituate, (Mass.) on 
Wednesday the 14th instant. 

1. Chose Br. Hosea Batuov, Moderaior, 
2. Chose Br. JosuvA FLaGe, Clerk, 
The order of Public Services was as follows : 
MORNING SERVICE. 

Br. H. Ballou the Introductory Prayer. Br. Richard 
Carrique the Sermon, from Eph. i. 9, 10, ** Having 
made known unto us the mystery of bis will, according 
to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in him- 
self; that in the dispensation of the fulness of times he 
might gather together in one al] things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and which are on earth, even in 
Concluding Prayer by Br. David Pickeriiig. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE. 

Br. David Pickering the Introductory Prayer. Br. 
Paul Dean the Sermon, from Acts xi, 13, 14, ** And he 
showed us how he had seen an angel in his house, which 
stood and said unto him, send me to Joppa, and call 





him.’ 





versity as in prosperity, ‘never elated, never depressed.’ 
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for Simon, whose surname is Peter; who shall tell thee 
words, whereby thow and all thy house shall be saved.”" 
Br. Richard Carrique the Concluding Prayer. 


THIRD SERVICE. 

Br. Richard Carrique the Introductory Prayer. Br. 
Hosea Ballou the Sermon, from 1 Thes, iii. 19, “ And 
might perfect that which is lacking in your faith.” Br. 
David Pickering the Concluding Prayer. 

The Southern Association was adjourned to meet at 
Attleborough, Mass. the second Wednesday in Decem- 
ber next. 

A very large congregation attended the above servic- 
es, and gave great evidence of a very deep interest in 
the word of doctrine which was delivered. 

We are happy to inform our friends in different parts, 
that the Society in Scituate have recently received ma- 
ny additions from adjoining towns, and baving engaged 
the ministerial labours of the Rev. Josnva F1ace, who 
has removed his family into that place, appear to be in 
a flourishing condition. May the God of heaven con- 
tinue to water that vine with the rain of righteousness, 
nurture it with the dews of his grace, and keep it warm 
with the benignant rays of the son of peate. 





IMPORTANT QUERIES. 

Those who constantly insist that it is necessary to 
hold up the doctrine of a future state of punishment im 
order to deter the wicked from the commission of sin, 
and that the opinion that all the punishment for sin is 
in this world, where it is committed, is of immoral ten- 
dency, are asked the following questions. 

Would a thief ever steal if he knew beforehand, that 
he should certainly be detected and punished according 
to law? If this question be answered in the negative, 
as we are sure every man will answer'it, it is then evi- 
dent that the punishment which our law inflicts would 
be quite sufficient to deter the thief, provided there could 
be no hope of escape. Now the case is clear; we want 
something that may operate to make up the deficiency 
occasioned by a possibility of escape. Well, is the doc- 
trine of this fufure punishment sufficient to make up this 
defect? If this question be answered m the negative, 
as we are sure it must be, then what good does it do? 
We know that all sorts of crimes are constantly practis- 
ed by those, who have been educated from infancy to 
believe in this future hell, and who never doubted of the 
reality of the doctrine. Then the question remains, 
what good has their education, in this particular ever 
effected? We believe that the best method is to teach 
men that there is no possible way of escape from the 
evil consequences of wrong doing, but to “ cease to do 
evil and to Jearn to do well.” 


NOTICE. 

(c> This Number completes the First Volume of the 
Universalist Magazine. Those who wish to have them 
bound can be accommodated by applying at this Office. 
A Title Page and Index will be printed and ready for 
delivery on ‘Tuesday next. 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Dr. Freeman, Mr. Daniel 
Merrill to Miss: Elizabeth G. Lovejoy. 

By the Rev, Dr. Gardner, Thomas J. Eckley, Esq. 
to Miss Julia Ann Jeffries. 

In New Bedford, John W. Davis, Esq. of this town, 
Clerk of the District Court, to Miss Susan H, Tallman. 

In Charlestown, by the Rev, Mr. ‘Turner, Mr. Benja-~ 
min Thompson to Miss Mary Newell. 


ae eee 


DIED, 

In this town, Mr. Jonathan Gilbert, 87.—Dr. Thome. 
as Kast, 70.—A child of Harrison Gray Otis, jr. 2 mo. 
—Mrs. Ruth Mackay, 77.—Mrs. Sarah Cowing, 27.— 
Mrs. Eligabeth Calder.—A son of Mr. H. Seaver, 3 y.. 
— Mrs. Frances Bray, 44. 

At Lechmere’s Point, (Cambridge) Miss Jane.Dyer,. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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aw, 
Ma. Enitor,—Although the following piece has al- 
ready appeared in print, it is presumed its intrinsic ex- 
cellence will insure it a republication, HERMES. 


tUNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


And yet the flowers, that round them lay, 
Were not to me more fair then they. 


Their mother, as a lilly pale, 
Sat by them on a bed, 

And bending o’er them, told her tale, 
And many a tear she shed ; 

Yet oft she cri’d amidst her pain, 





8 nd what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do | 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God.””—Micah vi. 8. 


** This world’s”? not all a fleeting show, 
** For man’s iJlusion given ;” 

He, that hath sooth’d a widow’s woe, 

Or wip’d an orphan’s tear, doth know 
There’s something here of Heaven. 


And he that walks life’s thorny way 
With feelings calm and even, 

Whose path is lit, from day to day, 

By virtue’s bright and steady ray, 
Hath something felt of Heaven. 


He, that the christian course bath ran, 
And all his foes forgiven, 

Who measured out life’s little span 

In love to God and love to man, 
On earth hath tasted Heaven. 
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THE MORNING STAR, 


** fam the root and the offspring of David, and the 
“bright and morning Star.”—Rev. xxii. 16. 
BENIGHTED on the troub’lous main, 
While stormy terrors clothe the sky: 
The trembling voy’ger strives in vain, 
And nought but dark despair is nigh— 
When lo! a gem of peerless light. 
With radiant splendor shines afar : 
4nd through the clouds of darkest night 
Appears the Bright, and morning Star! 


With joy he greets the cheering ray, 

That beams on Ocean’s weary breast: 
Precursor of a smiling day, 

It lulls bis fears to peaceful rest — 
No more in peri! doth he roam, 

For night and danger now are far : 
With steady helm he enters home, 

His guide the Bright, and Morning Star: 


Thus when affliction’s billows roll, 
And waves of sorrow and of sin, 
Beset the fearful, weepiug soul, 
And all is dark and drear within— 
Tis Jusus whisp’ring strains of peace, 
Drives every doubt and fear afar: 
He bids the raging tempest cease. 
And smiles the Bright, and Morning Star! 


pb —— 


THE DEAD TWINS. 
°TWAS Sommer, and a Sabbath eve, 
And balmy was the air, 
J saw a sight that made me grieve, 
And yet the sight was fair: 
Within a little coffin, lay 
Two lifeless babes as sweet as May. 


Like waxen dolls that infants dress, 
Their little bodies were ; 
A look of placid happiness 
Did on each face appear: 
And in the coffin, short and wide, 
They lay together, side by side. 
A-rose bud, nearly clos’d I found 
Each little hand within, 
And many a pink was strew’d around, 
With springs of jassamine : | ‘ 


‘My babes and I shail meet again.’ 
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Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limitarian. 
CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 204. 


Lim. 1 am astonished, my dear friend, on taking a 
candid, deliberate view of what you last said. I am 
unable to contradict your statements, and yet I feel a 
sort of an astonishment of mind when! realize what 
you have said of the christian clergy, who have con- 
stantly held up to the people this awful state of punish- 
ment in the future world for sins committed in this, 
while they themselves have been guilty of the worst of 
crimes. I have contemplated this subject as it applies 
to people in general, wlio have been in the habit of 
hearing and giving credit to such preaching. I have cast 
my *ye over christendom and its history ; I have ob- 
served the sharp contentions, ,2znimosities, and bloody 
persecutions, which have distinctly marked the charac- 
ters of christian ministers and their religious adherents, 
and I am perfectly satisfied that their abominations 
were the natural fruits of the doctrines which they em- 
braced and endeavoured to inculcate. Had this doc- 
trine of afuture state of torment not been contained 
in their creeds, the clergy could have found no support 
for the spirit of persecution; but while they religiously 
believed that the divine Being was possessed of a spir- 
it of hatred it was natural for them to imbide the same, 
and while they believed that merciless burnings await- 
ed heretics in the future state, they felt justified in 
bringing their temporal existence toa termination at 
the stake and fagots. 

It furthermore appears to me evident beyond all 
scruple, that while religion has been employed to se- 
cure the favour of an angry, revengeful God, in the 
future state, and to avoid his wrath and curse in that 
world, it has entirely overlooked its true imterest and 
neglected its own important and indispensable duties. 
The gospel seems to have been introduced for the pur- 
pose of reforming the world, and of establishing’ right- 
eousness in the earth. But it has been perverted by 
those theories which have deferred its benefits till a fu- 
ture state, and have inculcated a belief that men can 
be happier in this world to be in sin, than to practice 
holiness. This, I humbly conceive, is the great, the 
fatal error. For if, as you have suggested, * people 
realized the truth, and knew that sin of every descrip- 
tion is calculated to render the sinner miserable in this 
state of existence,” they would be sufficiently urmed 
against it.’ But the doctrine of terror, which is both 
orthodox and popular, which threatens us with punish- 
ment in a future state, for sins committed here, unless 
we repent before we die, contains the means of its own 
abortion. For whoever believes that sin is better than 
righteousness in this world, and that it cannot injure 
its agent in the next state, if repented of in this life, 
will, if he act consistently with his belief, live in sin 
until he views death to be near, and then he will re- 
pent. And it seems that these are the views and hab- 
its which the errors of the church have introduced, and 
which are now advocated with great zeal and apparent 
concern. 

Thus, my dear friend, I have discovered to you the 
travail of my mind, and the state it isnowin. Wheth- 
er I have been too backward, or too forward in falling 


suitable judge. But! can honestly say that I have sta- 


ted all the objections which I could not solve myself, 
and have, in no case, yie Jed, while I saw the least 





in with your sentiments, | do not know that I ama} 


| possible way to maintain the opposition. Our confets 


ence has been lengthy, and Ihave spent many hougs 
in contemplating the great subjects of discussion ; but 
I am richly rewarded, | am paid a thousand times over 
for all my researches. My mind is now tranquil; Lam 
fully satisfied that God, our creator, is impartially the 
Saviour of all men; and in this sentiment I find the 
greatest comfort and the sweetest consolation, Andi 


'am sensibly affected with the goodness of God, which 


has been manifested in your patient labours, which have 
been attended with such happy consequences to my 
mind ; and | cannot take my leave of you, my brother, 
without presenting you the right hand of fellowship and 
offering up to our heavenly Father my hearty desires 
that you may still labour with success in the vindication 
of the truth as it is in Jesus, 

Uni. 1 must, dear brother, solicit you to accept my 
grateful acknowledgments for the candout which 
you have constantly maintained through the whole of 
our laboured conference, for the frankness which cha- 
racterises your acknowledgment of what you are con- 
vinced is the truth, and also for the benevolent desires 
which you offer for the success of my labors in defence 
of the gospel. Noram 1! willing to part with you, 
without reciprocating those devout desires, and hum- 
bly imploring the all preserving power to keep you ih 
the truth andin the love and duty which it inspires 
and dictates. 
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MORAL AND RELIGIOUS PRECEPTS. 

Make Religion the rule of every principle and action. 
Never do any thing which is contrary to its principles, 
nor espouse any cause which it will not justify. 

Let our Saviour’s golden rule be the standard to re- 
gulate your actions and dealings with the world. De 
unto others as you would hate them do unto you. 

In all your cealings be strictly honest, and never for 
the sake of gain do an unworthy action. 

Never do any thing, of which you are not cer/ain itis 
just and honourable. 


Never use profane or obscene language. 


Pay a most implicit regard to truth, and Jet nothing 
however advantageous it may be, tempt you to violate 
its sacred laws. 


Never magnify the faults of any, not even of your 
enemies, but on the contrary alwaye palliate their er- 
rors as much as a regard to truth and equity will per- 
mit. 

Never wound, if it can possibly be avoided, the feel- 
ings of any, but treat all with respect, kindness and af- 
fubility. 

Never retaliate on an enemy the injury he may do 
you, but endeavour by kindness to remove his enmity. 


If calumniated, vindicate your character, but do not 
retort upon your calumniator. 


Never evince a proud, haughty or vain spirit, but be 
meek and humble. 


Consider and treat all mankind as your brethren. 





—- 
me ee ee ee wee 





FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

A SERMON, delivered before the Universa!- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29, 1820,——-By Rev 
JosSHuA FLAGG, ministering at Scituat . 

The Cuiy’s Scrrerurat Carrenim,by the Rev 
Hosea Ballon, pastor of the Second | niversalist Society 
in Boston.— rice, 75 cents per coz, aha & cents single 

The Triai; Calvin and Hopkins vs. the Dible 
and Common Senst.—Price 25 cents. 
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